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DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

1707 North 9th Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

IuIy 2L,2005

Mr. William W. Binek
Public Service Commission
600 East Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 408
Bismarck, ND 58505-0480

Re: Case No. PU-05-47
PPM Energy, Inc.
Rugby Wind Farm-Pierce County
Siting Application
OAH File No. 20050268

Mr. Lawrence Bender
Pearce & Durick
P.O. Box 400
Bismarck, ND 58502-0400

Case No. PU-05-305
PPM Energy, Inc.
230 kV Transmission Line
Siting Application

Dear Counsel:

I have spoken with the Pierce County Auditor regarding arïangements for the hearings of the cap-
tioned matters on July 29,2005. It appears that the only facilities available at the Pierce County
Courthouse for the hearings is the district court room. I believe that those facilities will be adequate
for the hearing, except that it appears that it may be difficult to ensure a good record of the hearing
by audio tape recording using the equipment that is available to me. You should consider that atape
recording in the circumstances which I anticipate for the hearings is certain to be occasionally unin-
telligible because of a speaker's distance from a microphone, manner of speaking, tone of voice, etc.,
and that the use of multiple microphones such as I have will unavoidably result in occasional extra-
neous noise which will mask a speaker.

I will plan to make a record of the hearing by audio tape recording as best I can, but I advise you that
if it is essential to have a complete and accurate record of the hearing you should plan to have a re-
cord of the hearing made by a court reporter.

Administrative Law Judge
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